
For Immediate Release 
 
Coalition of Nunavut DEAs wants the School Year to be Cancelled and Minimal Travel for Teachers 
 
Iqaluit, Nunavut (April 21, 2020) - The Coalition of Nunavut District Education Authorities (CNDEA) met 
and determined that the biggest priority for all the schools is the safety of all students, teachers, school 
staff, plus parents and the community.  Based on section 145(e) of the Education Act, District Education 
Authorities are empowered to temporarily close schools for health or safety reasons.  
 
The CNDEA was created in 2006 to give a unified voice for parents in Nunavut.  It has 5 board members 
elected by community DEAs plus 5 more members made up of: Iqaluit DEA, Nunavut Disabilities 
Makinnaqsuaqtiit Society (NDMS), Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated, Commission Scolaire Francophone 
du Nunavut, and an Emeritus Member.  
 
The CNDEA passed a motion that all schools in Nunavut should remain closed for the remainder of 2019-
20 school year. "During this pandemic, it's important that we keep students, teachers, staff, families, and 
our communities safe" said the Chair, Jedidah Merkosak. 
 
Furthermore, the CNDEA emphasizes the most practical option for Nunavut teachers, at this time, is the 
option to work remotely. "We understand some teachers have travelled to southern Canada for various 
reasons, and we prefer if they would be given an option to work remotely, so that they have the option 
to not travel" says Ms. Merkosak.  This is in support of the concerns raised by the Mayors across 
Nunavut.  Travel to communities should be at the absolute minimum in order to effectively manage 
unnecessary risk to communities.  Teachers who need to travel home to Nunavut must follow the Travel 
Restriction Order imposed by the Public Health Officer of Nunavut. 
 
The CNDEA continues to work with its stakeholders to figure how to most effectively come up with a 
way to implement learning plans that would allow students, particularly Grade 12's, be able to meet 
standards. 
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For More Information you can contact: 
                James T. Arreak 
                Executive Director 
                (867)979-5396 
                Coalition1@northwestel.net 

 


